This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

7. “Your Family Needs You!”       

Study Guide for:  October 20-21, 2007                                   Scripture:  Romans 12:1-8                   

Theme:  “Selfless service to others brings real life to the soul!”                                                        

READ IT:

All too often Christians have gotten the idea that the church is some volunteer organization that competes with other community service clubs.  “The church offers programs” they say, “to keep kids off the street…to help the needy and homeless…to provide guidance and cousel for struggling people.”

These are good and noble causes in which the church does actively participate but we Christians need to develop a proper perspective.  As followers of Jesus Christ, incorporated into His family through a spiritual birth, joined together by Christ into His body, the church is obligated to responds to Him in obedience out of love and gratitude—for what He has done.  Out of love for Him we seek to serve our Lord.  God redeemed us—saved us—not only that we are able to stand before a Holy God after we die, but also to serve Him now.  We are not saved by our service, but we are saved for service.

In his book, The Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren writes: “Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t just immediately take us to heaven the moment we accept His grace?  Why does He leave us in a fallen world?  He leaves us here to fulfill His purposes.  Once you are saved, God intends to use you for His goals.  God has a ministry for you in His church and a mission for you in the world.” (pg 229)

In this week’ scripture you will discover that true gratitude to God results in a transformed mind that enables Christians to reach others as members of Christ’s Body who are gifted and shaped to serve Jesus.   Have you found your position on the team?  

KNOW:

1 By what motivation are Christians appealed to by Paul to make their physical bodies, their time and the talents available to Jesus Christ? (12:1)
· What is your understanding of the “mercies of God”? (6:12; 8:9-11)        

2 How is a person’s life transformed by “renewing his mind” and how does that apply to Christians? (12:2)                                                                         

3 To become available to serve Christ in His church, how should Christians think about themselves and  their fellow Christians?  (12:3-5)

4 What are “gifts of God” and what does God expect us to do with them?   (12:6-8)

· Why is it important for Christians, who have different “gifts”, to unite together in submission to Christ while serving Him?  Phil 2:1-6

BE:

1 What makes offering our bodies an act of worship?                                                                  
2 What are the influences of our world that often keep us from being available to serve Jesus?                                          
3 According to your understanding in what ministry and mission does Jesus invite us to participate?  Matt. 28:18-20, Luke 4:18-19 1:9)
4 How can the gifts God bestows on  all Christians be of help to others in the church or  in the community?                     
DO:

1 As you evaluate your availability to Christ, are you Christ-centered or self-centered?                                                                         

2 What is one step you can take this week toward eliminating some habits that clearly reflect self centeredness?                                          

3 What spiritual gifts has God given you and where will you serve in the church?          
